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Did you know . . . 
•	Do you like being barefoot? In most Southeast Asian countries, you have 

to take off your shoes before entering homes and offices.

•	 In Myanmar, when people meet friends, the first question they might 
ask is, “Have you showered yet?”

•	At a Cambodian dinner table, the oldest person always eats first. 

•	 In Vietnam, you have to remember to bring a small gift when you visit 
a friend’s home. But remember; never wrap anything in black paper. 
Vietnamese believe that might bring your friend bad luck.

•	Before you walk into a friend’s house in Malaysia, they will place a large water jug called a “tempayan” 
outside their door. You can use this to wash your feet before going inside.

•	 In Cambodia, people greet each other by bowing and holding their hands together at their chests like 
they are praying. If the person they’re meeting is very important, they bow lower and hold their hands 
up higher.

•	 In Malaysia, people eat with their right hand only. They believe the left hand is dirty and should be 
used in the bathroom. Gross!

•	 In Indonesia, people often serve you hot tea if you visit them at home. The tea is usually very sweet 
and always tasty.

•	Be careful about complimenting in the Philippines! If you say you like something, the owner will feel 
like they must give it to you.

•	 In Thailand, people will often greet you and ask if you have eaten yet. 
However, because they eat every meal with rice, they will simply ask, 
“Have you eaten rice yet?”

•	 If you visit a home in Myanmar the family will likely serve you pickled 
tealeaf salad. Yum!

•	When Indonesians greet each other, they shake hands lightly with 
their right hands and then bring those hands to their hearts.
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