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Whether you choose to use this resource as a parent or teacher, the
process is essentially the same. You can adjust the number of stories
and the time frame. You may want to do this over the course of a
few days or several weeks. With the Creation to Church panorama
story you have the option of 5, 10 or 15-story sets (other stories are
available for free download at www.CaravanFriends.org).

Because you are teaching and encouraging the children to learn the
stories, you will need to do the same. Spend time in each Scripture
passage in the same way you would in your personal devotional.

Once you have learned the story and the children have gathered,
your first task is to explain storying to the participants. For the
sessions to be successful, they need to understand why they are
learning stories and how they can and should be using them to
share the Good News with their friends

Each subsequent session will follow a structured format. You will
begin with asking the children to share about their experiences
telling the previous story during the week. The sharing should be
followed by a time for the children to pray for those who heard and
for more opportunities to tell the stories.

The second portion of each session is to review the preceding story.
Ask for a volunteer to retell the entire story without interruption.

Be sure to encourage and thank the child for telling the story
before asking the other participants to kindly remind the volunteer
of anything he or she left out of the story. Your attitude should
promote constructive remarks during this time.

After the children have reviewed the story, you should tell the new
story at least two times. The first time through, instruct the children
to listen with their ears to get the general idea of the story. The
second time, they should use their minds to begin remembering.

The next step is to involve the children in a learning activity.
Although an activity is suggested under the “teaching” section
on each page, you may adjust or conduct another activity better
suited to the group (see Appendix).

Following the activity, the children should discuss the story
using the discovery questions listed beside each story.

Several discussion points are included to provide direction

if necessary. The children should then retell the story to the full

group, smaller groups, or in pairs. Be sure to converse about portions

that appear difficult to remember as they retell it.

The time should end with a reminder to go out and share the story
they have learned and a prayer for opportunities to do so.

The Hook Story

We recommend beginning
any story set with the story
about a life transformed by
God. For this five-story set,
the paralyzed man is forgiven
and healed and praises God.
This story is “the hook” to get
children interested in hearing
more about Jesus. Next, you
may choose to teach the
“Creation to Church” (C2C)
story before continuing the
story set.

Adjusting The Stories
These stories are meant

as guidelines for your
storytelling. As you get to
know how the group views
the world and specific terms,
you may need to adjust
wording (ex. “spokesman”
instead of “prophet” in the
Promise & Baptism story).
Meaning is what's key. Be
consistent in the stories and
terms once you make any
needed adjustments.



The story sets have a redemptive theme: God as the ultimate promise keeper and friend. He is the ultimate promise
keeper in that, from the beginning of the world, He promised a way for us to be saved from the punishment for our sin.
He is the ultimate friend in that he loves us so much that he wanted to save us and give us a full life on Earth.

The C2C story may be used as a Gospel presentation to lead a child to Jesus. Therefore, it is important for each child
to learn the story so they may use it with their friends. After learning the C2C story, the teacher may begin with the
“Creation” story and continue with each story in turn, including re-telling the “hook” story (see previous page) when it
comes to its place in the story set.

C2C - Creation o Charch

In the beginning, there was God. He spoke, and created the whole world and everything in it. Then, He made a
special creation—He made man and woman, and He patterned them after Himself. He had a perfect relationship
with them. Until, one day, the man and the woman disobeyed God and that perfect relationship was broken.
They were separated from God.

Even when the world was full of people, the people were still separated from God. But God never forgot about His
special creation. He still loved them and wanted to have a right relationship with them. He sent spokesmen to
the people to show them how to have a right relationship. One of these spokesmen was Isaiah, who brought
a message of hope about the Promised Savior. Through Isaiah, God said, “The Savior that | will send will be
beaten and whipped so you will be healed. | will put your disobedience onto him, and he will be punished
and killed, but then have life again. Because of this, many people will have a right relationship with me.”

From that time on, the people waited for this Promised Savior to come, ... and they waited, ... and they waited. ...

And God did keep His promise. He sent the Promised Savior, Jesus, and He was God'’s very own Son. Jesus
proved that He was the Promised Savior by performing many miracles and by healing people. He also set an
example for the way we should live. Not everyone recognized who Jesus was but many people did follow Him.
Jesus taught these followers. He even called those who believed in Him “friends” because their belief in Him gave
them a good relationship with Him.

Some people did not like what Jesus was teaching and they had Jesus arrested. Just as God said through the
spokesman Isaiah, Jesus was whipped, and beaten, and He died. But just as God had said, Jesus was given
life again!

Jesus then appeared to many of His followers and continued to teach them. He told them, “Go and tell people
about me and all that has happened. Teach them to obey what | taught you, and when they believe in me,
baptize them. This symbolic washing in water shows that they have turned from their disobedience and
turned to God through believing in me. | will send God’s Spirit to you, and you will receive power to tell people
about me everywhere.”

One day, Jesus was taken up in a cloud to heaven. While the followers were watching, two angels appeared and
said, “Jesus will come back the same way you saw him go!”

Just as Jesus promised, He did send God’s Spirit to His followers. The Spirit gave them the power to tell people
everywhere about Jesus. And, that’s what followers of Jesus have been doing ever since!

When people believe in Him, they are baptized to show that they have turned from their disobedience and
turned to God through believing in Jesus. Followers of Jesus then meet together to praise God, learn about
Jesus, and meet one another’s needs.

And this is what | do. | tell people about Jesus.



lC red{ion

Genesis 1:1-2:23, 3:1-24

Genesis 1:1-2:7
In the beginning, there was God. He spoke, and when he did,
he created the whole world and everything in it — the light and TEACHING

water, the sun and moon and stars, and all the animals. But then, After telling the story twice, tell the story
he made a special creation. He made man, and he patterned man again, but slowly and pausing after each

after himself. ... He formed man from the dirt of the ground, and sentence. Ask the children to create sign

he breathed ... into him, and he came to life. language for each line. Then ask a volunteer
to narrate the story while the group
Genesis 2:8-17 demonstrates the motions. Depending upon

... God planted a beautiful garden ... and ... placed the man the number of children, this activity may
there. He showed the man two trees in the middle of the garden. be done in small groups with a volunteer
One was a tree of life, and the other, a tree of understanding of narrating for each group. Have additional
good and evil. ... He told the man, “You can eat the fruit of every volunteers share the story with or without
tree in the garden, except the tree of the understanding of their sign language after the group discussion.

good and evil, because if you eat it, you will die!”
Special Terms: “Set apart” has been used in

Genesis 2:18, 21-23 place of “holy,” “cared for” has been used in

Then ... God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will place of “blessed,” “understanding” has been

make a helper who is just right for him."... So he put the man ... used in place of “knowledge,” “disobedience”

into a deep sleep ... and formed a woman from him. When the has been used in place of “sin,” and

man saw her, he was amazed and said“Wow, she looks just like me!” “patterned after himself” has been used in
place of “made in the image of God.”

Genesis 1:28, 31, 2:2-3

God cared for them ... then he looked over all he had made, and DISCOVERY

he saw it was very good! ... He did all these things in six days, 1.What did you like?

then he set apart the seventh day for himself. 2.What confused you?

Adam’s response to Eve is a literal
rendering of “flesh of my flesh, bone of my
bone.” Explain his reaction if necessary.

Genesis 3:1-7
One day, Satan entered the snake, the sneakiest of
all the animals, and spoke to the woman. He said

to her,"You won't die if you eat from the tree of 3.What did you learn about God?
the understanding of good and evil' God knows @ ‘ Point out the fulfillment of God’s warning
that ... as soon as you eat it, you will be like about the consequences of disobedience.
God!" She was convinced, so the woman and the N / 4.What did you learn about people?
man ate the fruit. As soon as they did, they felt e g e et
something strange. They felt ashamed. of man and that of the rest of creation

. and consider the implications. Discuss the
Genesis 3:8-24 . (‘ relationship and communication between
Later, they heard God coming towards them,

God and man at the beginning of the
story and the changes following their
disobedience.

so they hid. ... He asked, “Have you eaten ...
the fruit | commanded you not to eat?” He then
punished the snake and the man and woman

for their disobedience. God said,”... What if they 5.How can you use what you learned in

eat the fruit from the tree of life? Then they will your life this week?

live forever!” But God did not want them to live in \ Encourage conversation about obedience
disobedience forever, so He sent them out of the | and observance of the Sabbath.

garden, and blocked the entrance. 6.How will you remember this story? Tell it!

7.Who will you tell this story to?



Promice & Papticm

Isaiah 53, Luke 3:3, 16, 21-22, Matthew 3:7-9, 13-15

Transition

The man and woman'’s disobedience separated them from God,
but he never forgot about them or stopped loving them, even TEACHING
when they had children, and their children had children. Finally
the whole earth was full of people who were all separated from
God. He still wanted to have a relationship with them. He sent
many spokesmen to give his people messages from him, and

to tell them of the Savior he would send for them. One of those
spokesmen was Isaiah.

After telling the story twice, split the children
into three groups. Assign each group a
segment of this story: Isaiah’s promise, John's
message, or Jesus’ baptism. After parts have
been assigned, ask the children to tell this
part of the story through a song. Give them
Isaiah 53 an assigned amount of time to work on their
short song. The groups should then share
their work with the other groups in the order
the sections appear in the story. Discuss as a
group and have the children split into pairs to
share the story with each other.

Through Isaiah, God said, “The Savior that | will send will suffer.
He will be beaten ... and whipped so you will be healed. I will
put all of your disobedience onto the Promised Savior, and he will
be punished and killed, but then have life again. Because of this,
many people will have a right relationship with me.”

Special Terms: “Spokesman” has been used
in place of “prophet,” “God’s Spirit” in place
of “Holy Spirit,” “right relationship” in place
of “righteousness,” and “Promised Savior”
is used to describe Jesus. “Baptism” and
Luke 3:3 “repentance” is also explained with the use

John told people that they should be baptized, which is when of additional phrases in the story.
someone is washed in water to show that they have turned away
from disobedience and turned to God to be forgiven. DISCOVERY

1.What did you like?

i ) 2.What confused you?
...John also said, ... "Prove by the way that you live that . ,
you have turned away from your disobedience and 3.What did you learn about God?

turned to God ... He told about the Savior Point out how God refers to Jesus. Ensure
that the children understand that Jesus had

Transition

The people waited for this Savior to come. After many years, he
did come. God sent the spokesman John ahead of the Promised
Savior to prepare the way.

Matthew 3:7-9, Luke 3:16

God was sending and about the : =

great things he would do. '/’ not sinned. This is supported by 2 Cor. 5:21.
Discuss why he would have chosen to be

Luke 3:21, Matthew 3:13-15 baptized. It is important that the children

One day when many people were grasp that God had a plan to redeem us and

being baptized, Jesus himself, the faithfully carried out his plan.

Savior from God, came to be baptized, 4.What did you learn about people?

even though he had never sinned. John ' Explain that God punishes disobedience

didn’t want to do it, because he didn't and how that relates to us. Note that

think he was good enough. But Jesus Jesus is the only way for us to have a right

said that he must do all God asks, so relationship with God.

John agreed. .. 5.How can you use what you learned in your

Luke 3:21-22 1 life this week?

... Afterwards, as Jesus was praying, the 6.How will you remember this story? Tell it!

sky opened, and God’s Spirit came down in
the form of a dove. Then God spoke from
heaven and said “You are my ... Son, /
love you and you bring me great joy.”

7.Who will you tell this story to?



Parafyzel Nay

Luke 5:17-26

Transition
God continued to show that Jesus was the Promised Savior as he TEACHING

gave him the power to do great miracles. After telling the story twice, have the

children reenact the scene. Depending
upon the size of the group, you may need to
divide the children into smaller groups. After
parts have been assigned, ask the children
to mime the actions while you narrate.

The second time, have a child narrate and
assigned children recite the lines of Jesus
and the religious leaders. After reenacting
the scene, discuss as a group and have the
children split into pairs to share the story
with each other.

Luke 5:17

One day ... Jesus was teaching a huge crowd. Some religious
leaders had come from every village around to hear him, and they
sat to listen. Through God’s power, Jesus was healing the sick.

Luke 5:18-19

Some men came carrying their friend on a sleeping mat, because
he could not walk. They tried to take him inside to Jesus, but they
couldn’t reach him because of the crowd. Instead, they went to
the roof and took off some tiles. Then they lowered the man who
could not walk on his mat down into the crowd, right in front

of Jesus. Special Terms: “Disobedience” has been
used in place of “sin,” “religious leaders” has
been used in place of “Pharisees,” and the
man who is healed is described as one who
“could not walk” instead of “paralytic.”

Luke 5:20
Jesus saw their belief and said to the sick man, “Friend, your
disobedience is forgiven.”

Luke 5:21 DISCOVERY
... The religious leaders in the crowd heard this, and thought . .
1.What did you like?

to themselves, “How can Jesus say this? Only God can forgive
disobedience!” 2.What confused you?

3.What did you learn about God?
In reference to Jesus’ address of the
paralytic as friend, discuss the personal
aspects of a relationship with him. Ensure
that the children fully grasp that Jesus’
physical healing of the paralytic shows he
is able to provide spiritual healing through
forgiveness of sin. Point out the connection
between this story and the promise from
Isaiah’s message that the Savior will take

Luke 5:22-24
Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why are
you thinking this in your hearts? Do you think it is easier to say,
Your disobedience is forgiven; or to say, 'Stand up and

walk’? ... I will prove to you that | have authority
... to forgive disobedience.” Then Jesus
turned to the man who could not walk and
said, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and
go home!”

Luke 5:25-26 our disobedience onto himself.

... Immediately ... the man jumped 4.What did you learn about people?

up, picked up his mat, and went . Note the response of both the man and
home praising God. All the people . the crowd.

there were in awe and also praised
God. They said, “We have seen
amazing things today!”

5.How can you use what you learned in
your life this week?
Discuss how and why the friends brought
the paralytic to Jesus and how they can
apply that principle in their friendships.

6.How will you remember this story? Tell it!

7.Who will you tell this story to?



Death & |ife

Matthew 27:1-2, 11, 22-26, 60, 28:19-20,
Luke 23:32-35, 44-46, 53, 24:1-7, 44-47

Transition TEACHING
Not everyone praised Jesus. Some religious leaders did not like

what he was teaching, and they had Jesus arrested. Their plan
was actually part of God’s plan, which he had told through his
spokesman, Isaiah, hundreds of years before.

After telling the story twice, have each child
individually reenact a portion of the story, like
charades. The rest of the children then guess
what the child is portraying. After reenacting
Matthew 27:1-2, 11, 22-26 thg scenes, .cjif,cuss asagroup and have the.
children split into pairs to share the story with
each other and have one or more children
share the story with the group.

Those leaders took Jesus to the governor ... who asked him
whether he was the people’s King. Jesus answered, “You have said
it”... The governor wanted to release Jesus, because he had done
nothing wrong, but the large crowd there demanded the death
penalty. ... The governor turned Jesus over to be beaten, whipped,
and killed.

Special Terms: “Religious leaders” has
been used in place of “priests and elders,”
“people’s King” used in place of “King of the
Jews,” “death penalty” and “kill” in place

of “crucify,” and “Promised Savior” in place
of “Messiah.” If necessary, “tomb” may be
described as a “hole or cave where dead
people are buried.”

Luke 23:32-35

Jesus was nailed to two planks of wood called a cross. The people
mocked him. They said, “Let him save himself if he is really God’s
Promised Savior!

Luke 23:34,44-46
As he was dying, he said, “Father, forgive them, because they DISCOV_ERY :
don't know what they are doing.” At noon that day, the entire area 1.What did you like?

became as dark as night for three hours. Then Jesus died. 2.What confused you?
Ensure that the children understand that
Luke 23:53, Matthew 27:60 Jesus was without sin. Emphasize that Jesus

A man took the body down from the cross and wrapped itin ... was dead, but is now alive.
clothand laiditina... tomb ... in arock.Then he rolled a huge

i ?
stone across the entrance and left. 3.What did you learn about God?.

Point out God'’s faithfulness to his plan
Luke 24:1-7 and willingness to sacrifice his Son, and
Three days later, some women went to the ‘ discuss why such a sacrifice was necessary.
tomb. ... They saw that the stone had been Highlight the fulfillment of prophecy and
rolled away ... and that Jesus’ body was not there. the magnitude of his desire for a personal
Suddenly, two angels appeared ... and said, relationship with us.
“... He isn't here! He has risen!”

ﬁ 4.What did you learn about people?
x If the audience consists of believers, discuss
ways their life or walk with God would be
different without his death and resurrection.

Luke 24:44-47

Jesus then appeared to many of his
followers and reminded them of the
promise that had been told through
his spokesman Isaiah. ... He said, . :
", It was written long ago that the \ ﬁles\fvliss the command to share this Good
Promised Savior would be beaten, die, :

and rise from the dead. ... You have seen 6.How will you remember this story? Tell it!

these things. 7.Who will you tell this story to?

T

5.How can you use what you learned in your
life this week?

Matthew 28:19-20

So go and tell this Good News to everyone in the
world, baptize them, and teach them what | have
taught you. And know | am with you always.”




SPpirit

Acts 1:8-11, 2:1-33, 41-47

Acts 1:8-11
While Jesus was still with his followers, he said,"... You will receive
power when God’s Spirit comes ... and you will ... tell people
about me everywhere ... to all parts of the earth. After he said ulsalie
this, he was taken up into a cloud ... to heaven. Two angels in After telling the story twice, begin to tell
white robes suddenly appeared and said,"... Why are you ... the story again but stop at random points
staring at the sky? Someday Jesus ... will return ... the same way and have children fill in keywords. You may
you saw him go!” repeat this activity several times, leaving
out additional words each time. Discuss as a
Transition group and share the story together. Start the
So his followers waited for God'’s promised Spirit. Several days later, story by sharing the first line, then go around
the circle as each child recites one sentence
Acts 2:1-4 until the story is complete. Conduct the same
Jesus’ followers were meeting together at the time of an important activity with partners, as they go back and
religious festival. Suddenly ... a sound ... like ... a mighty forth sharing one line at a time.
windstorm ... filled the house where they were sitting, and
something that looked like ... fire came and rested on each of Special Terms: “God’s Spirit” has been used
them. The followers were filled with God’s Spirit, and the Spirit in place of “Holy Spirit,” and “important
gave them the ability to speak in languages they had never spoken religious festival” refers to Pentecost. “Good
before! news” is also used in place of “the Gospel.”
Acts 2:5-13 DISCOVERY
People from all over the world had come to the city for the religious 1.What did you like?

festival and heard the followers speaking their own languages.
Some in the crowd were amazed and asked each other, “What can

this mean?”... but others ... laughed at the followers. 3.What did you learn about God?
Discuss the fulfillment of God’s promises

Acts 2:14-33 throughout the stories.
One of Jesus’ followers came forward to explain what was

happening. He told them the Good News about Jesus and that
everything that was happening was fulfilling Jesus’ promise to send

2.What confused you?

4.What did you learn about people?
Compare the group of early believers to the
church today. Emphasize God’s power and

Gods Spirit. how that power fills his followers. Discuss
Acts 2:41 mi?:cilf‘eferent responses of the crowd to the
That day, three thousand people believed the Good :
News and were baptized to show that they were 5.How can you use what you learned in your
turning away from their disobedience and turning — life this week?
to God. 1 \ Emphasize the command to share with

" - people throughout the earth and how we
Acts 2:42-47 \ can use stories to obey this command.

And each day, God added more and more
people to this group of followers, who were
devoted to teaching, meeting together, >
remembering Jesus, and to praying to God.

6.How will you remember this story? Tell it!

7.Who will you tell this story to?

Acts 2:42-47 k
To this day, followers of Jesus are still meeting together, (
praising God, and sharing the Good News about Jesus as we
look forward to Jesus’ return from heaven.
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The following activities vary your storying sessions with the children and keep the action fresh and exciting.
They also help the children learn the stories in different ways. You'll find as children journey through this story
set with you, they become more and more capable of learning even complicated stories quickly and well.
Varying activities and keeping it fun helps the children write the stories on their heart so that they can pull them
out of their toolbox whenever a situation comes up where they can use them!

Metivity Optione

Charades-Have participants choose one line from the story and use actions to convey that line to the rest of the group.
The child that guesses correctly goes next.

Skit-Assign parts to group and have them act out the story as you or a participant narrates. This can be done asa group
orinsmallerteams.If doneinteams, you may choose to have each team act out the whole story, or assign sections
and have them perform the skits in chronological order one after the other.

Song-This activity seems to work best in small groups of older and more advanced students. If you believe your group
would enjoy this activity, have them write and perform a song based on a story or a portion of a story. To make
this task easier, have each group choose a song melody as their foundation and change the lyrics as needed, as
opposed to starting from scratch.

SignLanguage-Thisis a great way to incorporate kinesthetic learning into storying. Work with the participants to
develop signlanguage for keywords in the story. This will help them to remember the order and progression of the
story. This activity may also be done as a group orin smaller teams. If done in teams, have a participant from each
team narrate as the group demonstrates their motions. The more creative, the more likely they are to remember it!
Signlanguageisagood activity if youngerand more inexperienced storytellers are part of the group.

Perspective shift-This creative and critical thinking activity works best later in the story set. Assign groups of children
different charactersinthe story. They then adjust the story they have learned to the perspective of that character.
Forexample, they could tell the Birth story from Mary and Joseph'’s perspectives or the Baptism story from the
perspective of John or Jesus.

Memory - The storyteller starts this activity by saying the first line of the story. The story then moves around the circle
aseach participant tells aline. An alternate method is to go back and forth between partners as they tell the story
toeach other.

Popcorn-The storyteller also starts this activity. As children remember, they raise their hand. When ready, the
storytelleryells “pop” and the name of someone with their hand raised. That person will then jump in until more
hands areraised and they shout “pop” to pass the story to another child. You will likely need to demonstrate how
this works.

Action words- Before telling the story, the storyteller gives instructions associated with particular words. Children
listen forthose wordsin the story,and must do appropriate action when heard. Forexample, the storyteller
would tell the participants to lean back each time they hear the word“baptize” There should be multiple words
associated with actionsin the story.This activity also works well with ayounger audience.



(rouping Options

Name Game-Have children countthe number of letters in their name and find someone with the same number of
letters to be their partner. If necessary, find the child with closest number of letters.

Opposites- Instruct children to pair up with someone whois opposite from themin some way. Examplesinclude
gender, height, hair color, eye color, etc.

Puzzles- Cut out pictures from a magazine so there are half as many pictures as there are children in the group. Cut
each picturein halflike a puzzle. Mix the pieces togetherand each child takes one half of a picture. The two
children with adjoining pictures become partners.

Phone Number-Tell children to find a partner with the same last numberin their phone number.

Vowels- Have children find a partner with the samefirst vowel in their name.

Deck of Cards- Bring a deck of cards and have each child draw one. Those with black cards form one group, while
those withred cards form another. If more than two groups are needed, split based upon the numbers.

Birthday Line-Have the children arrange themselvesin aline according to the chronological order of the months
and dates of their birthdays. The leader then separates the childreninto the necessary number of groups.

HeightLine- Asinthe birthday line, the children arrange themselvesin aline fromtallest to shortest. The leader
then separatesinto participantsinto groups.

Arm Cross- Have everyone cross their arms over their chest, then look down to see which armis on top. Those that
cross left overrightare one group, and those that cross right over leftare another.

Thumb Size- Ask children to find three or four others who have about the same thumb size.

Candy Shop-Bring colored candies, such as M&Ms or Jolly Ranchers. Each child may take one, butbe sure to
instructthem notto eatityet. They then find peers with the same color candy and forma group.They may also
form rainbow groups with each of the colors.

Simon Says- Play“Simon Says”as you normally would. The difference is that children that get“out”instead form a
circleand becomeagroup. Stop the game when groups are even.

Four Seasons- Instruct children to find others bornin the same season. The seasons then become the groups.
Make adjustments if necessary.

Formoreinformation about related story sets, please go to www.st4t.org.
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Additional storying resources are available at:
www.st4t.org

www.oralstrategies.com

See more on missions at:

kidsonmission.org

All of the stories are from the New Living Translation (NLT) of the Bible;
normal font is a direct quotation and italics are paraphrased sections.

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright ©1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House
Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

The 2004 version of the NLT was used for this publication.



